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Readers of the Biblical World will remember that about five years ago 
an agitation was commenced, having for its purpose the stimulation of 
Bible study by the appointment of a special day for the presentation of 
the subject in the churches of this country and Canada. The campaign 
was conducted by the American Institute of Sacred Literature. The 
principle involved was one recognized in all education— that of a natural 
period of work during the year, inaugurated by a special presentation of 
the subject at an appropriate season. The campaign was more than 
justified by the results. In the first year nine hundred churches registered 
themselves as observing the day, and in the second year this number was 
tripled. 

Simply to observe the day with appropriate services was not the ulti- 
mate end to be gained, but the service in many cases, if not always, resulted 
in stimulating a desire for the organization of one or more classes for the 
systematic study of the Bible, and not infrequently led to a mutual revela- 
tion of interest in educational work in the church which was a surprise to 
pastor and people. 

The plan of a Bible-study Sunday became so general, under the auspices 
of other organizations which quickly saw its value, that it seemed unwise 
to continue it under the separate auspices of the Institute. This year, 
however, the Institute again undertakes the task, feeling that it may 
reach some who would be out of the radius of other agencies, and others 
who, although touched by other agencies, are not stirred to activity by them. 

The call for this year is for Sunday, September 9 or 16, according to 
local conditions. This is earlier than the usual rally day, but not too early 
for the first presentation of the subject. 

Since it is possible for the Institute to send valuable suggestions for 
the service, and it is also desirable to keep a record of the churches enter- 
ing into the movement, it is requested that these shall register with the 
Institute as early as possible, in order that adequate provision may be 
made for all. Ministers of every denomination are embraced in this call. 
It is earnestly hoped that all who have heretofore observed the day, and 
many others, will send in their names. 

The new Bulletin 0} Information of the Institute is just issued. It 
calls attention to the six elementary courses, two reading courses in reli- 
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gious education, sixteen professional reading courses, four courses in the 
training of Sunday-school teachers, eighteen lecture courses, and thirty- 
four thorough correspondence courses; making a total of eighty courses 
covering all grades of work. 

The new courses in the Reading and Library Department are especially 
attractive. One of these is in the professional reading series, and is 
entitled Modern Phases of Theological Thought. The other is in the Reli- 
gious Education series, and is called A Reading Journey through Palestine. 
The former is the outcome of a "seminar" in the city of Chicago, con- 
ducted during the spring by Professor Gerald B. Smith, the class consist- 
ing of twenty ministers of local churches. (Membership was limited to 
this number.) Upon each Monday afternoon a book important as repre- 
senting some modern and influential force in theology was reviewed 
and discussed. The Institute course will in effect duplicate this local 
"seminar," and through it the delightful work of this group of Chicago 
ministers may be repeated in a thousand centers. The book reviews will 
be furnished in printed form. 

The second of the new courses is an attempt to put into the possession 
of the average Sunday-school teacher the material needed to enable him 
to give to his Bible teaching the coloring of oriental life, and to interpret 
the Bible in the light of oriental habits of thought. It will be of great 
assistance to teachers who value the geographical and historical element in 
biblical teaching. It will also, in some sense, serve as a substitute for 
travel for those who are prevented from enjoying the reality. 

Those who are contemplating any form of study in the field of religious 
education or Bible study will do well to send for the Bulletin of Information. 

The history of the Institute has to this time been in a great measure 
the history of its founder, William Rainey Harper. He formulated its 
plans upon a generous basis, and from his own income met its deficits. 
When it seemed probable that he would not long be able to continue his 
work, he, greatly desiring its perpetuation, with the consent of the Council of 
Seventy, and of the trustees of the University of Chicago, transferred the 
Institute to the University, without debt, and it became a regular part 
of the Extension work. In order that the character of its constituency 
should not be changed, both President Harper and the new committee 
requested that the Council of Seventy remain as an advisory body. 

Upon the acceptance of the Institute, the University set aside the 
sum of ten thousand dollars as the nucleus of a permanent endowment 
fund, and the new committee was charged with the responsibility of seeing 
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that provision should be made for the annual support without tax upon 
existing funds of the University. The committee deemed it wise to 
secure the funds for five years in advance, and this they undertook to 
do by means of annual ten-dollar pledges, extending over a period of five 
years. The response has been generous, and a large part of the amount 
necessary for five years has been secured. It is the earnest desire of the 
committee to see the work adequately endowed during this period. If there 
are among the old friends of the Institute or of the Biblical World any 
who would like to share in perpetuating its work, their interest, however 
expressed, will be most welcome. Persons signing pledges for ten dollars 
a year for five years are considered associate members of the Council of 
Seventy. The list of associate members appearing in the last Bulletin of 
the Institute presents the names of leading men and women in the edu- 
cational, social, and commercial world, and shows how widespread is the 
knowledge of, and interest in, the work of the Institute. The officers 
of the Institute are grateful for this spirit of co-operation, and hope so 
to develop and strengthen the work of the Institute as fully to justify 
the confidence of its friends. 

The following figures show something of the work accomplished by 
the Institute in the ten years just past : 

Fifty-seven thousand students pursued the Outline Courses. The small- 
est number in any one year was 1,500; the largest in any one year 10,000. 
For the use of these students 4,000,000 pages of printed matter were sent 
out in the form of directions for study and report. Among these students 
were representatives of every religious denomination — evangelical and non- 
evangelical, Protestants, Roman Catholics, and Jews. The geographi- 
cal distribution embraced representatives of every state in the Union; 
every division of the western hemisphere; every European or Asiatic 
country of note; a few workers in Africa and many in Australia. In 
these courses only the Bible is used as a textbook. 

Ten thousand ministers were constantly reminded of the desirability 
of reading continuously along professional lines, and 2,500 persons have 
taken regular reading courses covering from eight to ten books each. 

From five to ten thousand persons annually received instruction at 
summer schools under instructors provided by the Institute. 

Five hundred registrations for advanced correspondence courses in 
Hebrew, Arabic, New Testament Greek, and the English Bible were made. 

Several courses of study were prepared for outside organizations, and 
many thousand educative pamphlets for free distribution were circulated. 



